o7. Jesus, the Wisdom of God 


When we speak of God's Wisdom (copio in Greek; In Hebrew 
nN2N), we are focusing on God’s Beauty as revealed in the order 
of creation. 


In his commentary on the Book of Proverbs (page 74), Dermot Cox 
writes: ‘Wisdom is a channel by which God can reach out to 
humanity, and draw humanity to God, led by the voice of creation 
and its inherent mystery’ 


The Wisdom of Ben Sira (Sirach) r:8-10 


‘There is but one who is Wise, 
seated upon his throne — the Lord. 
It is the Lord who created Wisdom : 
and poured her out upon all his works, 


upon all the living according to his gift; 
he lavished her upon those who love him’. 


The beauty of the natural world is a reflection of divine Wisdom: 
Sirach 24:13-17 
‘I [Wisdom] grew tall like a cedar in Lebanon, 
and like a cypress on the heights of Hermon. 
I grew tall like a palm tree in En-gedi, 
and like rosebushes in Jericho; 
like a fair olive tree in the field, 
and like a plane tree beside water I grew tall. 
Like cassia and camel’s thorn I gave forth perfume, 
and like choice myrrh I spread my fragrance, 
like galbanum, onycha, and stacte, 
and like the odour of incense in the tent. 
Like a terebinth I spread out my branches, 
and my branches are glorious and graceful. 
Like the vine I bud forth delights, 
and my blossoms become glorious and abundant fruit. 


The beauty of creation should lead us to wonder at the Beauty 
and Wisdom of God. 


‘If through delight in the beauty of creatures 

people assumed them to be gods, 

let them know how much better than these is their Lord, 

for the author of beauty created them. 
And if people were amazed at their power and working, 

let them perceive from them 

how much more powerful is the One who formed them. 
For from the greatness and beauty of created things 

comes a corresponding perception of their Creator.’ 

(Wisdom 13:3-5). 

This becomes even clearer when we contemplate Jesus, 
the Incarnate Wisdom of God: 


Wisdom invites us to share in the communion God wants for us 
Sirach 24:19-22 


‘Come to me, you who desire me, 
and eat your fill of my fruits. 

For the memory of me is sweeter 
than honey, and the possession of 
me sweeter than the honeycomb. 
Those who eat of me will hunger 
for more, and those who drink of 
me will thirst for more. 

Whoever obeys me will not be 


put to shame, and those who 
work with me will not sin.’ 


‘Everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; 

and you that have no money, come, buy and eat! 

Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. 
Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, 
and your labour for that which does not satisfy? 

Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, 

and delight yourselves in rich food. 

Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live. 
TI will make with you an everlasting covenant” (Isaiah 55:1-3). 


Sirach 31:23, 26, 29 


‘Draw near to me … Acquire 
Wisdom for yourselves 


without money. 


Put your neck under her yoke. 
May your soul rejoice in God's 
mercy, and may you never be 
ashamed to praise God.’ 


Mention of the ‘yoke’ recalls 
Jesus’ invitation: 
‘Take my yoke Matthew 11:29). 


HIÉTEN, 


Isaiah speaks of the time when God entrusted him with his 
prophetic mission: ‘I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and 
lofty; and the hem of his robe filled the temple … the whole 
earth is full of the Lord’s glory’({saiah 6:r-3). 


Teilhard de Chardin picks up something of the feeling of this: 


‘By means of all created things the divine assails us, penetrates us 
and moulds us. We imagined it as distant and inaccessible, whereas 
we live steeped in its burning layers. ‘In him we live’. As Jacob said 
awakening from his dream, the world, this palpable world which 
we were wont to treat with boredom and disrespect, with which 
we habitually regard places with no sacred association for us, is in 
truth a holy place and we did not know it (see Genesis 28:17). 

(The Divine Milieu (Harper&Rowe, 1970) page 89) 


Wisdom 7:25-30 


‘Wisdom is a breath of the power of God, 
a pure emanation of the glory of the Almighty; 
For Wisdom is a reflection of eternal light, 
a spotless mirror of the working of God, 
an image of God’s goodness. 
Although but one, Wisdom renews all things, 
in every generation passing into holy souls 


and making them friends of God, and prophets; 
for God loves nothing so much as the person who lives with Wisdom. 
Wisdom is more beautiful than the sun, 
and excels every constellation of the stars. 
Compared with the light Wisdom is found to be superior, 
for light is succeeded by the night, 
but against wisdom evil does not prevail. 


God’s Wisdom is revealed in creation, for all to see: ‘Ever sinc e 


od has made’(Romans 1:20). 


: : 


Knowing Jesus, Paul saw that this beautiful creation had been 


30d' (Romans 8:19). 


‘In the beginning was the Word, ‘In the beginning when God 
and the Word was towards God, created the heavens and the earth, 
and the Word was God. the earth was a formless void and 
[= enjoys intimate communion with darkness covered the face of the 
God and participates in God's beingl deep, while the Spirit of God 
swept over the face of the waters. 
God said: Let there be light! And 
light was. God saw that the light 


The Word was towards God in 
the beginning (John r:1-2) 

The true light, which was good (Genesis r:1-4). 
enlightens everyone, 


was coming into the world. 


‘Big Bang’ _ c.r4 billion years 


“Creation is like a first revelation, 
which has its own eloquent language. 


hs 


It is like another sacred book whose letters 
are represented by the thors of créatures 
present in the universe” Pope John Paul 11 


“he cosmo 24 p ir na 


‘Let there be lights in the dome of the sky (Genesis 1:14) 


our solar system c. 5 billion years 


In the Word was life, and the life was the light of all people (John r:4). 


‘God said: Let the 
waters bring forth 
swarms of living 


creatures, 


life: c. 3.8 billion years 


and let birds fly above 
the earth across the 
dome of the sky” 


(Genesis 1:20) 


John r:3 


AI things came into being through the Word, 
and without the Word not one thing that was made came into being. 


Johan r:4 


In the Word was life, 
and the life was the light of all people. 


Joha r:5 


The light shines in the darkness, 
but the darkness did not receive it [xatéhafev, verse 12) 


God's creating, life-giving Spirit is a Spirit of infinite self-giving 


love. 


God’s Spirit is working within creation, holding every creature in 
existence, enabling it to be, and to transcend itself: to evolve in 


the direction of increasing complexity. 


Creation is a continuous receiving of the Spirit of God, who gives 
to creation all that it is and all that it has, including the impulse to 


transcend itself. 


‘Whenever something new arises, whenever life is awakened 
and reality reaches ecstatically beyond itself, in all seeking and 
striving, in every ferment and birth, and even more in the 
beauty of creation, something of the being and activity of 
God’s Spirit is manifested (Walter Kasper, The God of Jesus 
Christ, 227). 


‘God gives to creatures themselves the capacity for the 
new. Because of God's creative and redeeming presence 
to creatures, they can become something they were not. 
When matter comes to life on earth, when life becomes 
self-conscious and personal, this occurs through God 
enabling creation to transcend itself and become 
something new (Denis Edwards, How God Atts, 158). 
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The risen Christ is the goal of evolution. 


‘The Cross and Resurrection 
reveal the true nature of 
divine power, as the infinite 
capacity for self-bestowing 
love. This is love that does 
not overpower, but works in 
and through creaturely 
processes to bring life’ (Denis 
Edwards, How God Acts, 33). 


‘It is the very nature of God to be 
self-bestowing love. It is the very 
nature of divine power to enable 
the other to flourish in all the 
other’s integrity and proper 
autonomy … What is true of 
divine action in the cross and 
resurrection of Jesus can be 
thought of as governing the other 
forms of divine action. 

(Denis Edwards, How God Acts, 33). 


‘Self-bestowing love is what characterises 
the divine act of creation, and it is this 
same self-bestowing love that is revealed 
with the fullness of its promise in the 
resurrection of Jesus. The resurrection is 
not an intervention of God from 
without, but the central revelation in our 
history of the act by which God creates, 
saves, and brings all to fulfilment. 
(Edwards, 94). 


‘The heart of God descends in haste 
to his creation, 
with the weight of an infinite love, 


and the heart of creation rises towards God, 
drawn by an attraction 
that dominates all others in it. 


It is in Jesus that these two hearts meet, 
and they unite so profoundly 


that the two hearts become one. 
(Jules Chevalier, ‘The Heart of Jesus, page 76. 


God’s Word and God’s Wisdom are intimately interwoven. 


God's ‘Word’ is the expression of God’'s Will, God’s sharing of 
God’s Being in choosing to create and to sustain creation while 
drawing everything into closer communion through what we may 


call the gravity of grace. 


God's Word is all-powerful. One thinks of the hymn that speaks of 
creation at the beginning of the Book of Genesis: ‘God said: Let 
there be light! And light was (Genesis r:3). 


Thanks to the revelation given by Jesus, we have come to see God’s 
power as an expression of God’s Being, and we have no better word 
to speak of God’s Being than ‘Love. God’s Word is God’s all- 
powerful, self-giving, love. 


We are reminded of the words of 
the temple singers in exile in 


Babylon (Isaiah 55:10-11): 


As the rain and the snow come 
down from heaven, and do not 
return there until they have 
watered the earth, making it 
bring forth and sprout, giving 
seed to the sower and bread to 
the eater, so shall my Word be 
that goes out from my mouth; it 
shall not return to me empty, but 
it shall accomplish that which I 
purpose, and succeed in the thing 
for which I sent it(Isaiah 55:10-11). 


It is accomplished 


In his First Letter to the Christian community in Corinth, Paul 
speaks of Jesus as ‘the Messiah, the Power of God, the Wisdom 
of God’(Corinthians 1:24). 


Paul goes on the state: ‘God is the source of your life in Christ Jesus. 
He became for us Wisdom from God’(Corinthians 1:30). 


And he explains: ‘We speak of God’s Wisdom, secret and hidden, 
which God decreed before the ages for our gloryGCorinthians 2:7). 


Caught up in wonder, Paul writes to the community in Rome: 
‘O the depth of God's riches and Wisdom and knowledge! 
How unsearchable are God’s judgments 

and how inscrutable God’s ways! (Romans 11:33). 


‘For us there is one God, the Father, 
from whom are all things and for whom 
we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
through whom are all things and 
through whom we exist’ ( Corinthians 8:6). 


All things have been created through 
Christ Jesus and for him. He himself is 
before all things, and in him all things 
hold together’ (Colossians 1:16-17). 


If the whole of creation shares in God’'s 
Wisdom, what can we say about Jesus, 
the perfect human expression of God's 
Word and God's Wisdom? The author 
of the Letter to the Hebrews writes: 


‘Long ago God spoke to our ancestors 
in many and various ways by the 
prophets, but in these last days he has 
spoken to us by a Son, whom he 
appointed heir of all things, through 
whom he also created the worlds. He is 
the reflection of God’s glory and the 
exact imprint of God’s very being, and 
he sustains all things by his powerful 
Word’(Hebrews 1:3). 


This revelation came through Jesus, the new Adam/(Corinthians 
15:45), ‘the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all 
creation (Colossians 1:15). It is through Jesus that ‘creation will obtain 
the freedom of the glory of the children of God’(Romans 8:21). 


James, the brother of the Lord, 
wrote: ‘The Wisdom from above 
is first pure, then peaceable, 
gentle, willing to yield, full of 
mercy and good fruits, without 
a trace of partiality or 
hypocrisy James 3:17). 


This is how he saw God’s 
Wisdom as revealed in Jesus. 


This invitation is echoed in the 
Gospel of Matthew. To a prayer of 


gratitude that is recorded in 
Matthew and Luke, Matthew adds 
the following invitation spoken by 
Jesus, the Wisdom of God (Matthew 
11:28-30): 


